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FOR HILSMAN FROM MENDENHALL 


THIS IS INTERIM REPORT BASED ON OBSERVATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
BOTH IN SAIGON AND PROVINCES. HAVE SPENT BULK OF TIME IN CENTRAL 
COASTAL PROVINCES WHERE BUDDHIST PROBLEM IS MOST ACUTE. 

1. I HAVE BEEN STRUCK BY FEAR WHICH PERVADES SAIGON, HUE, 

AND DA NANG. THESE CITIES HAVE BEEN LIVING UNDER REIGN OF TERROR 
WHICH CONTINUES. I HAVE JUST BEEN TOLD BY DEAN OF LAW SCHOOL VU QUOC' 
THUC THAT AGAIN TODAY HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS WERE ARRESTED. 


THESE ARE ALSO CITIES OF HATE DIRECTED MAINLY AT NHUS BUT 
PRESIDENT DIEM HIMSELF IS .INCREASINGLY IDENTIFIED WITH NHUS AS 
SHARING RESPONSIBILITY. MOST FAMILIES OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
(CIVILIAN AND MILITARY) IN CITIES HAVE FELT GOVERNMENT'S 
OPPRESSIVE HANDS ON THEIR CHILDREN, WITH RESULTS IN ATTITUDE 
THAT CAN BE EXPECTED. GROWING NUMBER OF STUDENTS THEMSELVES ARE 
TAKING* OF VIET CONG BE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE TO EXISTING 
GOVERNMENT (l HAVE BEEN TOLD THIS IN BOTH SAIGON AND HUE). 


AMERICAN CONTACT, 




BOTH OFFICIAL -AND SOCIAL, WITH VIETNAMESE HAVE 
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BEEN SEVERELY CURTAILED IN CITIES SINCE AUGUST 20 BECAUSE OF VIETNAMESE 
FEAR TO BE SEEN WITH AMERICANS* I HAVE PERSONALLY EXPERIENCED 
FURTIVENESS WHICH APPEARS NECESSARY TO TALK WITH VIETNAMESE IN 
IN CURRENT POLICE STATE ATOMOSPHERE. 


2. IN VISITS TO HUE AND DA NANG I FOUND FOLLOWING RE FOUR NORTHERN 
PROVINCES OF QUANG TRI, THUA THIEN, QUANG NAM AND QUANG TIN 
BASED ON CONVERSATIONS WITH CONSUL, MAAG, USOM, US IS AND CAS 

OFFICIALS: 

ARMY PRESENTS MIXED PICTURE* TOP COMMANDED ARE LOYAL— NOT TOO 
SURPRISINGLY SINCE DISSIDENTS TEND PROMPTLY BE REPLACED (LIKE 
GENERAL NGHIEM WHO DISAPPROVED GVN BUDDHIST POLICY BY GENERAL 
TRI WHO SUPPORTS IT)* - 

CONSIDERABLE DISGRUNTLEMENT EXISTS BELOW TOP LEVEL, BUT EXTENT 
IS NOT CLEAR PERHAPS PARTLY BECAUSE OF LIMITATIONS UNDER WHICH MAAG 
OFFICERS OPERATE WITH RESPECT TO POLITICAL FIELD* SEEMS CLEAR, 

HOWEVER, THAT DISCIPLINE CONTINUES PREVAIL UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, 


IN CIVILIAN BUREAUCRACY PROVINCE CHIEFS REMAIN LOYAL— AGAIN NOT _ 
UNEXPECTEDLY SINCE THEY ARE SHIFTED IF ANY DOUBT ARISES (AS IN THUA 
THIEN RECENTLY) OR CONTINUE DESPITE INCOMPETENCE IF LOYAL (AS IN 
QUANG T INK. DISTRICT CHIEFS TO EXTENT KNOWN BY PERSONS I 
CONTACTED PROBABLY AIBRIFOYAL WITH ONE EXCEPTION, CIVIL 
BUREAUCRACIES IN HUE XZDA NANG RIDDLED WITH DISSATISFACTION 

CAS IN SAIGON). 


COURSE OF WAR APPEARS BE TAKING DOWNTURN IN CERTAIN OF THESE _ 
PROVINCES. QUANG TIN HAD WORST MONTH IN AUGUST SINCE LAST NOVEMBER# 
IN QUANG NAM SEVERAL RECENT INCIDENTS SEEN INDICATE T H AT VC WHO 
WERE BEING PUSHED AWAY FROM COASTAL AREAS NOW BEGINNING PUSH BACK IN 
THAT DIRECTION. NOT KNOWN WHETHER POPULAR DISSATISFACTION HAS BEEN 
FACTOR IN THESE DEVELOPMENTS , BUT MAY BE PERTINENT THAT IN BOTH 
QUANG NAM AND THUA THIEN DISCONTENT OVER BUDDHIST ISSUE EXTENDS 
TO VILLAGES AND IN HUE IT IS NOW BEING REPORTED THAT VILLAGERS 
SAY THEY MAY AS WELL SUBMIT TO VC AS TO GVN. 
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GVN ’CONCILIATORY" MEASURES HAVE NO EFFECT IN CHANG LN0_ ATT I TUTDE* , 
I AM TOLD THAT, DESPITE RELEASE OF SOME ARRESTED, SECOND 
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ROUNDS- OF- ARRESTS HAVE OCCURED AND SOME- OF THOSE RELEASED ARE 

RE- ARRESTED BY A SECOND- SECURE TY SERV I CE. PAGODAS - AND SCHOOLS 

ARE CLAIMED- OFFICIALLY. TO- BE OPEN BUT IN MANY CASES ARE NOT. 

PERHAPS NOTEWORTHY THAT CONSUL- IN HUE AND CAS DA DANG HAVE 

SEEN ONLY THREE BONZES IN STREETS SINCE AUGUST 20. 


1 ALSO STOPPED IN NHA TRMG AND TALKED WITH AMERICAN MILITARY 
OFFICERS WHO INDICATED FROM- THEIR LIMITED- VANTAGE POINT-OF STAYING 
OUT OF CIVILIAN AFFAIRS TtfAT THERE APPEARED BE- NO FURTHER- BUDDHIST 
PROBLEM. I MISSED CAS OFFICER STATIONED NHA TRANG BUT HAVE BEEN 
INFORMED IN SAIGON THAT HE HAS REPORTED PEOPLE IN THAT AREA VERY 
UPSET AND HELD DOWN ONLY BY FEAR OF RETALIATION AND ATMOSPHERE 

OF TERROR. 

* . 

SHALL REPORT MORE FULLY ON RETURN TO WASHINGTON. EARLY MORNING 
SEPTEMBER 10. 
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